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People wave Puerto Rican flags during the rally. During a rally in support of PuertoPeople wave Puerto Rican flags during the rally. During a rally in support of Puerto
Rico outside Reading City Hall Tuesday afternoon October 3, 2017, where a PuertoRico outside Reading City Hall Tuesday afternoon October 3, 2017, where a Puerto
Rican flag was raised . Photo by Ben HastyRican flag was raised . Photo by Ben Hasty
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Reading born, Reading bred?Reading born, Reading bred?
Census numbers show that’s lessCensus numbers show that’s less
and less likely [Opinion]and less likely [Opinion]
While most Berks residents were born here,While most Berks residents were born here,

most people in Reading are from somewheremost people in Reading are from somewhere

else.else.
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Most people in Berks County are from here. But most people in Reading areMost people in Berks County are from here. But most people in Reading are

from somewhere else.from somewhere else.

In 2018, data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s America Community SurveyIn 2018, data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s America Community Survey

five-year estimates shows that about 47% of Reading residents were born infive-year estimates shows that about 47% of Reading residents were born in

Pennsylvania. Meanwhile, about 8 in 10 people who live outside the city inPennsylvania. Meanwhile, about 8 in 10 people who live outside the city in

Berks were born in the Keystone State.Berks were born in the Keystone State.

Census survey numbers always have a margin of error built in; evenCensus survey numbers always have a margin of error built in; even

accounting for those, the Pennsyvlania-born population in Reading was overaccounting for those, the Pennsyvlania-born population in Reading was over

50% in the middle of the decade (according to the 2014 ACS) and fell to less50% in the middle of the decade (according to the 2014 ACS) and fell to less

than half in 2018.than half in 2018.
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This might not seem like a surprise, but it is instructive to know how andThis might not seem like a surprise, but it is instructive to know how and

why Reading’s demographics are shifting. If you want to know why Readingwhy Reading’s demographics are shifting. If you want to know why Reading

hosted a Puerto Rican Day parade last year or why the city hoists thehosted a Puerto Rican Day parade last year or why the city hoists the

Dominican flag each year, look at the numbers.Dominican flag each year, look at the numbers.

In Reading, the population growth was fastest among people born in PuertoIn Reading, the population growth was fastest among people born in Puerto

Rico. From 2014 to 2018, the city saw an increase of about 2,300 U.S. citizensRico. From 2014 to 2018, the city saw an increase of about 2,300 U.S. citizens

who hailed from the Caribbean island. who hailed from the Caribbean island. The devastation from HurricaneThe devastation from Hurricane

MariaMaria in 2017 might have had something to do with that number, but in 2017 might have had something to do with that number, but

estimates of people who fled the island for Reading have been hard to find.estimates of people who fled the island for Reading have been hard to find.

Among those born in foreign countries, the biggest increase was in theAmong those born in foreign countries, the biggest increase was in the

Dominican community. The number of Reading residents born in theDominican community. The number of Reading residents born in the

Dominican Republic grew by more than 2,000 from 2010 to 2018, evenDominican Republic grew by more than 2,000 from 2010 to 2018, even

though the growth of foreign-born city residents stayed pretty flat over thethough the growth of foreign-born city residents stayed pretty flat over the

decade. decade. 

The other top countries where people came from were Mexico, El Salvador,The other top countries where people came from were Mexico, El Salvador,

Ecuador and Colombia.Ecuador and Colombia.

It’s not just Reading. Pennsylvania has seven other cities where theIt’s not just Reading. Pennsylvania has seven other cities where the

population is over 50,000. In all of them, the percentage of the populationpopulation is over 50,000. In all of them, the percentage of the population

born in the state has fallen slightly.born in the state has fallen slightly.

In all cases, immigration was a leading factor in the population growth. TakeIn all cases, immigration was a leading factor in the population growth. Take

Allentown, for instance, where the number of native Pennsylvanians fell byAllentown, for instance, where the number of native Pennsylvanians fell by

about 5,000. But the Lehigh County city gained more than 4,700 residentsabout 5,000. But the Lehigh County city gained more than 4,700 residents

who were born in a foreign country.who were born in a foreign country.

That number, by the way, counts more than immigrants; it also includes U.S.That number, by the way, counts more than immigrants; it also includes U.S.

citizens and people born abroad to American parents. citizens and people born abroad to American parents. 

Outside of Reading, the percent of native Pennsylvanians in Berks CountyOutside of Reading, the percent of native Pennsylvanians in Berks County

fell slightly — by 1 percentage point — while the largest segment of growthfell slightly — by 1 percentage point — while the largest segment of growth

was in people born in other states. Most of them — about 1,500 of the 3,100was in people born in other states. Most of them — about 1,500 of the 3,100

in this group — moved here from the South.in this group — moved here from the South.

None of this should be particularly shocking; it’s been reported before thatNone of this should be particularly shocking; it’s been reported before that

Reading and Berks County both are becoming older and more Latino.Reading and Berks County both are becoming older and more Latino.

So when you ask someone, “Where are you from?” the answer will likely beSo when you ask someone, “Where are you from?” the answer will likely be

more surprising when you’re in Reading than when you’re elsewhere inmore surprising when you’re in Reading than when you’re elsewhere in

Berks County.Berks County.
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DA investigates officer-involvedDA investigates officer-involved
shooting in Upper Pottsgroveshooting in Upper Pottsgrove

Sunday, August 23Sunday, August 23

Parents are being heldParents are being held

responsible for their kids’responsible for their kids’
crimes under new lawscrimes under new laws

Thursday, August 20Thursday, August 20

Hamburg football: HawksHamburg football: Hawks

looking to improve inlooking to improve in
Hartranft’s second season asHartranft’s second season as……

Friday, August 21Friday, August 21

FACT FOCUS: Census BureauFACT FOCUS: Census Bureau

report does not prove Trump’sreport does not prove Trump’s
claim about noncitizen votingclaim about noncitizen voting……

Friday, August 21Friday, August 21

Berks County Rock and Roll HallBerks County Rock and Roll Hall

of Fame announces 2026of Fame announces 2026
inductees [Spotlight]inductees [Spotlight]

Sunday, August 16Sunday, August 16

Airplane pilot killed in violentAirplane pilot killed in violent

collision with Pennsylvaniacollision with Pennsylvania
State Police helicopterState Police helicopter

Wednesday, August 19Wednesday, August 19

MORE FROM OUR NEWSROOMMORE FROM OUR NEWSROOM
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Report: Eagles sign formerReport: Eagles sign former
Berks Catholic standoutBerks Catholic standout
Brandon GeorgeBrandon George

Friday, August 14Friday, August 14

Berks County real estateBerks County real estate

transactions for Aug. 16transactions for Aug. 16

Sunday, August 16Sunday, August 16

Confident Andrew PainterConfident Andrew Painter
dazzles in best outing fordazzles in best outing for
Phillies’ 8th straight winPhillies’ 8th straight win

Sunday, August 23Sunday, August 23

4 suspects held for court in4 suspects held for court in
Reading kidnapping of LebanonReading kidnapping of Lebanon
man presumed deadman presumed dead

Thursday, August 20Thursday, August 20

Eagles QB Tanner McKee re-Eagles QB Tanner McKee re-

emergesemerges

Sunday, August 23Sunday, August 23

Boyertown author releases newBoyertown author releases new

children’s book [Spotlight]children’s book [Spotlight]

Sunday, August 23Sunday, August 23
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