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4 facts about Berks County that4 facts about Berks County that
the 2020 Census revealedthe 2020 Census revealed
The county grew by 5% in the past decade, butThe county grew by 5% in the past decade, but

how it grew tells a bigger story.how it grew tells a bigger story.
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Multiracial population rises sharplyMultiracial population rises sharply

The 2020 census revealed on Thursday that the The 2020 census revealed on Thursday that the Berks County populationBerks County population

grew by nearly 5%grew by nearly 5% in the last decade, reaching nearly 429,000. in the last decade, reaching nearly 429,000.

A deeper look Friday into the 2020 census shows some of the ways thatA deeper look Friday into the 2020 census shows some of the ways that

Berks County and Pennsylvania have changed over the decade:Berks County and Pennsylvania have changed over the decade:
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White-alone population fallingWhite-alone population falling

Multiracial identity became a much bigger part of the census in 2020 than itMultiracial identity became a much bigger part of the census in 2020 than it

was a decade ago.was a decade ago.

In Berks, for example, fewer than 5,000 residents identified themselves asIn Berks, for example, fewer than 5,000 residents identified themselves as

more than one race — just over 1% of the county population.more than one race — just over 1% of the county population.

Fast-forward 10 years, and it’s now 9% in Berks, ranking the county third inFast-forward 10 years, and it’s now 9% in Berks, ranking the county third in

the the state in percentage of multiracial population.the the state in percentage of multiracial population.

Only Lehigh County at 10% and Monroe County at 9.6% were higher. TheOnly Lehigh County at 10% and Monroe County at 9.6% were higher. The

number of Berks County residents who reported being two or more racesnumber of Berks County residents who reported being two or more races

rose more than sevenfold from the last census to 38,465.rose more than sevenfold from the last census to 38,465.

That’s higher than the population of nearly all municipalities in Berks. It alsoThat’s higher than the population of nearly all municipalities in Berks. It also

affects other demographics.affects other demographics.

The number of people who identify solely as white has dropped over the lastThe number of people who identify solely as white has dropped over the last

decade.decade.

In Berks County, the white-alone population fell by 7,299, a drop of 2.3%In Berks County, the white-alone population fell by 7,299, a drop of 2.3%

from 2010. The county went from 76.7% white in 2010 to 72.08% white lastfrom 2010. The county went from 76.7% white in 2010 to 72.08% white last

year.year.

The same thing happened in 61 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties. Philadelphia,The same thing happened in 61 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties. Philadelphia,

Chester, Lancaster, Lebanon, Cumberland and Butler counties were the onlyChester, Lancaster, Lebanon, Cumberland and Butler counties were the only

counties that saw an increase in people who identify as white alone.counties that saw an increase in people who identify as white alone.

Some of it is tied to overall population changes.Some of it is tied to overall population changes.

Susquehanna and Cameron counties had the biggest population losses, andSusquehanna and Cameron counties had the biggest population losses, and

they also lost the most in the white-alone demographic. Cumberland,they also lost the most in the white-alone demographic. Cumberland,

Lebanon, Lehigh and Chester, meanwhile, saw some of the biggest overallLebanon, Lehigh and Chester, meanwhile, saw some of the biggest overall

population gains.population gains.

In Berks, most municipalities lost residents who identified as white-aloneIn Berks, most municipalities lost residents who identified as white-alone

but Reading gained in that demographic.but Reading gained in that demographic.

Those who gained ground in that demographic tended to be theThose who gained ground in that demographic tended to be the

municipalities that saw their population as a whole increase. Reading, formunicipalities that saw their population as a whole increase. Reading, for

instance, saw its population rise by more than 7,000 over the last decade toinstance, saw its population rise by more than 7,000 over the last decade to

about 95,000.about 95,000.
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Latino population growthLatino population growth

Where Black population roseWhere Black population rose

Of the increase, 3,261 identified as white-alone.Of the increase, 3,261 identified as white-alone.

Nearly 30% identified as white-alone in 2020, up from 28.7% in 2010.Nearly 30% identified as white-alone in 2020, up from 28.7% in 2010.

In Ontelaunee Township, the population rose by more than 900 — a 50%In Ontelaunee Township, the population rose by more than 900 — a 50%

jump from 2010 to 2020. The white-alone population rose by 733. But thejump from 2010 to 2020. The white-alone population rose by 733. But the

percentage of people who identify as white-alone fell, from 83% in 2010 topercentage of people who identify as white-alone fell, from 83% in 2010 to

81% in 2020.81% in 2020.

There were only five places where the percentage of people identifying asThere were only five places where the percentage of people identifying as

white alone increased from 2010: Reading, New Morgan, Lenhartsville andwhite alone increased from 2010: Reading, New Morgan, Lenhartsville and

Bern and Marion townships.Bern and Marion townships.

The Latino population in Reading rose by more than 14,000 from 2010 toThe Latino population in Reading rose by more than 14,000 from 2010 to

2020. Latinos are now 69% of the city’s population.2020. Latinos are now 69% of the city’s population.

The Census Bureau defines Hispanic or Latino as an ethnicity, not a race, soThe Census Bureau defines Hispanic or Latino as an ethnicity, not a race, so

Latinos can be of any race. The numbers released Thursday don’t parseLatinos can be of any race. The numbers released Thursday don’t parse

racial groups by ethnicity, so it’s impossible to get a closer look than simplyracial groups by ethnicity, so it’s impossible to get a closer look than simply

comparing the Latino population to the non-Latino population.comparing the Latino population to the non-Latino population.

All but five municipalities in Berks saw gains in Latino residents.All but five municipalities in Berks saw gains in Latino residents.

The only ones that didn’t were New Morgan, Lenhartsville and Marion,The only ones that didn’t were New Morgan, Lenhartsville and Marion,

Bethel and Upper Bern townships. Every other place had increases of 10% orBethel and Upper Bern townships. Every other place had increases of 10% or

more. In half of Berks’ municipalities, the Latino population more thanmore. In half of Berks’ municipalities, the Latino population more than

doubled.doubled.

The Black-alone population in Berks rose by about 5,000 in the last decade,The Black-alone population in Berks rose by about 5,000 in the last decade,

from 16,517 in 2010 to 21,992 in 2020.from 16,517 in 2010 to 21,992 in 2020.

Reading’s Black-alone population rose to 10,779, an increase of 23%.Reading’s Black-alone population rose to 10,779, an increase of 23%.

Blacks now make up 11% of the city’s population.Blacks now make up 11% of the city’s population.

The other municipalities that saw the largest increase in the BlackThe other municipalities that saw the largest increase in the Black

population were Muhlenberg, Spring, Cumru and Exeter townships andpopulation were Muhlenberg, Spring, Cumru and Exeter townships and

Wyomissing.Wyomissing.
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Reading zoning board hearsReading zoning board hears

plans for historic Aldineplans for historic Aldine
mansionmansion

Tuesday, August 18Tuesday, August 18

Strong storms knock out powerStrong storms knock out power

to more than 1,700 in Berksto more than 1,700 in Berks
[Updated][Updated]

Thursday, August 20Thursday, August 20

MORE FROM OUR NEWSROOMMORE FROM OUR NEWSROOM

The uncertainty principleThe uncertainty principle

But West Reading, Mount Penn, Sinking Spring and Douglas, Maxatawny,But West Reading, Mount Penn, Sinking Spring and Douglas, Maxatawny,

Muhlenberg and Spring townships have the highest percentage of residentsMuhlenberg and Spring townships have the highest percentage of residents

who identify as Black alone: between 6.2% and 8.4%.who identify as Black alone: between 6.2% and 8.4%.

But that’s not the complete picture of Berks County’s Black population.But that’s not the complete picture of Berks County’s Black population.

As noted, in 2020 the Census Bureau asked more detailed questions aboutAs noted, in 2020 the Census Bureau asked more detailed questions about

race.race.

So while the number of people who identified as Black-alone in Berks wasSo while the number of people who identified as Black-alone in Berks was

21,992, the number who identified as Black alone or in combination with21,992, the number who identified as Black alone or in combination with

another race was significantly higher: 32,326.another race was significantly higher: 32,326.

In Reading, 5,317 identify as Black with at least one other race.In Reading, 5,317 identify as Black with at least one other race.

In 2010, the Berks County population was 411,442. Its 2020 estimateIn 2010, the Berks County population was 411,442. Its 2020 estimate

was 421,017.was 421,017.

The actual 2020 census, however, showed that Berks has 428,849 people.The actual 2020 census, however, showed that Berks has 428,849 people.

The 2020 population estimate was wildly different from Thursday’sThe 2020 population estimate was wildly different from Thursday’s

population numbers because the estimates were based on trends in 2010.population numbers because the estimates were based on trends in 2010.

Have a question about the 2020 census? Email Have a question about the 2020 census? Email arichter@readingeagle.comarichter@readingeagle.com..
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Bingo game is a lifesaver asBingo game is a lifesaver as
strangers rescue Hamburg manstrangers rescue Hamburg man
in cardiac arrestin cardiac arrest

Saturday, August 15Saturday, August 15

Berks Community HealthBerks Community Health
Center to merge with regionalCenter to merge with regional
providerprovider

Monday, August 17Monday, August 17

Berks coroner seeking relativesBerks coroner seeking relatives

of Reading man, 73of Reading man, 73

Tuesday, August 18Tuesday, August 18

Southern Berks home gutted inSouthern Berks home gutted in

predawn 2-alarm blazepredawn 2-alarm blaze

Tuesday, August 18Tuesday, August 18

Enrollment in SNAP grocery aidEnrollment in SNAP grocery aid
is dropping faster thanis dropping faster than
expectedexpected

Friday, August 21Friday, August 21

Berks Catholic football: SaintsBerks Catholic football: Saints
shooting for back-to-back LLshooting for back-to-back LL
section titlessection titles

Saturday, August 22Saturday, August 22
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De George: Phillies’ NestorDe George: Phillies’ Nestor
Cortes gamble could fixCortes gamble could fix
longstanding bullpen holelongstanding bullpen hole

Friday, August 21Friday, August 21

As Lake Mead shrinks, its bodyAs Lake Mead shrinks, its body

count risescount rises

Wednesday, August 19Wednesday, August 19

Montgomery County foodMontgomery County food
safety inspections found raw,safety inspections found raw,
shelled eggs sitting out, fliesshelled eggs sitting out, flies……

Friday, August 21Friday, August 21

Berks coroner seeking family ofBerks coroner seeking family of

Reading manReading man

Friday, August 21Friday, August 21
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